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of castes. These castes, to begin with, were
based on professions and not on birth. Each
caste had its own rules of conduct and its own
ways of enforcing those rules. But each caste
group had links with the other groups, and over
them all stood the Brahmins and their kings.
Though, later on, this caste system became in some
ways an influence for evil, yet for some centuries
it proved to be very beneficent. It allotted to each
person a number of duties, by performing which
he could have a sense of being useful to the
community. The Brahmins looked after the
spiritual needs of the people. They learned and
taught and helped the people in performing
sacrifices. The Kshatriyas became warriors and
developed the art of fighting. The Vaishyas
added to the wealth of the country and were the
patrons of the fine arts. There were some who did
the same kind of work as clerks do to-day* There
were others who worked with their hands. There
was also a class whose duty was to guard the
villages and towns in India,
Though big towns were not unknown in India
in those days> yet the centre of life was to be found
in the villages. Each village was so organized as
to have everything sufficient for its needs. In it
dwelt fanners and traders, labourers and clerks,
artisans and physicians, priests and policemen.
In short, it could satisfy all its needs locally.
The village was not only a social unit, but also an